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NUMBER VIII. 


Se OEE 
SATURDAY, Jury roth, 1788. 
; 


Eft modus in rebus; funt certi demque fines, 
Quos ultra, citraque nequit confiftere rectum. 
Hor. Sat. i. 1. 106. 


Some certain mean in all things may be found, 
Io mark our virtues, or our vices bound. 
FRANCIS. 


THERE ARE a number of worthy good kind of people in 
their moral charaéter, that have certain odd tricks, ill-habits, and 
miftaken notions, in which they think their whole happinefs is cen- 
tred, and which they endeavour to preferve with the ftrideft 
fidelity, left their fame fhould die away with the decreafe of their 
Quixotifm. Men poffeffed of thefe fingularities affume a diétatorial 
method of addreffing themfelves on all occafions ; they cannot con- 
defcend to make themfelves agreeable to the company, but fuppofe 
the company collected for them ; they cannot fpeak with the mild 
enticing voice of a man of breeding, but their words are uttered 
with the afperity of a plowman, obftinate through ignorance, and 
offenfive through incivility. No queftion can be put, or opinion 
offered, but the converfation is interrupted by fome one of thefe 
boifterous gentry, who make no fcruple of putting a flat negative to 


every 
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every thing that is propofed, be the fubject ever fo trivial, or the 


truth ever fo apparent. A fet of ideas, entirely different from thofe 
of the reft of mankind, keep their attention fixed with fuch a degree 
of profundity, that unlefs we were previoufly acquainted with their 
character, we might be apt to extol them more highly than they 
deferved, and fet them down as Genii of a fuperior order. 
Fautrs like thefe, for faults they muft be termed, proceed 
from various caufes, but more particularly two, viz. the pride of 
being thought more learned than other people; and the fear of 
being marked for men without fentiment. Such conceptions are 


notorioufly falfe, and have their origin in ignorance and abfurdity. 


There is certainly a wide difference between free-will and compul- 
fion, diffent and contradiftion. A man begins an argument upon 
any topic he pleafes, and endeavours to fupport it in the beft manner 
he is able; another objects to his opinion, and the grounds on 
which the arguments were founded, ftriving in his turn to fubvert 
his adverfary’s pofitions, in order to give validity to his own: in. 
this cafe, the one cannot be faid to have any ill-natured motive in 
diffenting from the other, if he had, it might very properly be 
termed contradiction; he merely ftates the original propofition, and 
in a genteel way produces his own ideas on the fubject, neither fer- 
vilely aflenting through fear, nor diffenting through a fpirit of 


contradiétion. 


WERE people to be in general of this erroneous way of thinking, 


all human intercourfe muft be at an end immediately : the comforts 


arifing from a familiar exchange of fentiment, than which no blef- 
fing can be greater when the parties are knit in friendfhip, muft 
inftantly vanifh from our embrace, and be feized on by perpetual 
difcord ; father, friend and brother would be terms as little known 
as places beyond the feas as yet undifcovered. 

Besipes.thefe fort of people that are fingular in the refpects 
above related, there are others who are noted for peculiarities’ in 
their drefs. To exceed the bounds of reafon in this, as well as every 
other particular, is certainly deferving of cenfure: ‘when the mean is 
not attentively obferved, but aétions are kept either above or below par, 
the extremes are fo glaring as to prevent their remaining unnoticed. 
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The name of old fquare-toes is at the tongue’s end of every fchool- 
boy in the kingdom, as a word of reproach to thofe old fathioned 
fellows, who pride themfelvés*more in keeping up the cuftoms of 
their own day, than in following the improvements of thefe ‘modern 
times. It will be needlefs to give-a tedious detail of the forms of 
the drefles, or the manier of wearing them peculiar'to our forefa- 
thers ; it will be fufficient'if’ the teader be referred to “The Rudi- 
ments of gentteh Behaviour, by "thie date ‘Monfitur F. Nivelon,” 
where he will firid half’a dozen plates 'defcribing*every minutia of 
drefs he can poffibly wantyrviz. béb wigs and tie Wigs, long rail’d 
wigs and fhort tail’d wigs, {pring wigs and winter wigs; and the 
wig called the Ramillie wig : and that this work may not be dé- 
fective in any'patt, the fairtfex are Gepicted with their long waifted 
ftays and figuted ftomachers, deptiving’ them Of all ‘the pee of 
fhape for which our ‘imoderff ladies are fo Wniverfally admired. 

Or all the ‘unfortunate fathions, ‘the headsdrefs {Gems ‘to al 
been the worft; ‘for in ‘oppdfition to the-bombaftic fallbottomed 
periwig of the hufband, the wife’s head was fhorn, and appeared in 
juft fuch a ftate of preparation as athead*muft be before it be fitted 
to the concavity ofa tranfparent tte. a 

Tite moderns have been amply abufed for esiaBcbnity 1 in drefs, 
fuch as flathed fleeves and flafhed pétkets’s but the ancients had 
their defedts and-extravagatidiés as well a8 Ourfelves. “Who caf ad- 
mire the rollers at the knees, as ufihatural in appéarance as a white 
fwelling ? or who tan dfiign’a redfon for fo many buttons and but- 
ton-holes on the flaps of the! waiftcodt ? Such additions are rot‘only 
ufelefs, but’ far’ frony ortiaménital, as may bé fee itnmediately on 
comparing an ancient hunks with a'modern beau, charatters rani are 
frequently exhibited on the ftage.” | 

SEVERAL varieties of men ‘may be brought forth to view, as, 
equally diftinguifhable on other accounts as thefe are for théir ‘od- 
ditiés in’ dref% In thé artitle of ceconomy particularly, we fee 
people abufing it daily, and inftead of eurtailing fuperfluities, which 
i§ the proper cécdriomy, niggardly debarting themfelves and theif 
friends of the common ¢oniforts”atid ‘hecefMfaries of life. Their tables 
are well fpread with dainties of differefit Kinds, but cach dith is fo 

{paringly 
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fparingly filled, that if more than two perfons were to fix upon the 
fame,.the reft muft go without... Now, if inftead of this oftentatious 
plan, another of greater utility had been chofen, the tables would be 
reverfed, and a few difhes well filled would be preferred to a num- 
ber barely covered at the bottom. 

A worTHY gentleman of my,acquaintance, who fhall be name- 
lefs for very particular reafons, retains to'this day the cuftoms which 
neceflity at ‘firft.made him put in practice. He was:the fecond fon 
of a third fon, and of courfe born to.a very feanty fortune ; on this 
account he deemed it better to follow that.courfe of life wherein his 
principal would -bsing him the greateft intereft, without fubjecting 
‘him to the difagreeable neceffity of Jiving umemployed. \A pair of 
colours, as the term is, being t6 be difpofed of, Jack fet out from 
his father’s villa poft hafte to the agent in town, of whom he in- 
ftantly on his arrival made, the purchafe. Regimentals were pro- 
cured,.and fix new ruffled fhirts to fupply the place of his old ones, 
which were nearly, a /a Francoife, reduced to. the mere well ftarched 
chitterling, neither body mor fleeves being better than tatters. Leave 
of abfence was granted him*for a few months, to get him inftructed 
in military phrafes, and teach him the-difeipline of the drill, after 
which he was to pack up his alls and join the regiment. The ne- 
ceffary inftructions being givén him, and the time allowed him hav- 
ing elapfed, our-hero retired into winter, quarters. Here he lived 
more gaily than he had ever done. before, attending all the fubfcrip- 
tion affemblies in the place, and efcortingthe girls to the parith 
church ; in fhort, a greater beau. was not to be feen. One day after 
mefs, while the bottle was circulating pretty freely, the converfation 
chanced to fall upon the excellencies of ceconomy, and each ftrove to 
fhew his fuperiority over the other in the practical ‘part of the art. 
Jack having vattentively liftened to the difcourfe of his brother 
foldiers, prided himfelf in being able to appear as a gentleman with 
only fix fhitts, and afferted, that afterall their baafting, there was 
no one prefent who had fo few. To his great mortification, how- 
ever, he was completely fet down by an Irifh gentleman in the 
corner, who roundly afferted in his turn, that he had never had 
more than four in ‘his life, one of which lafted him three days, 
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without being obliged to changeit. ‘¢ Sir, I have a peculiar method 
«¢ of my own, which is unknown to any man prefent but myfelf, 
‘¢ of ftiffening and beautifying the frill and ruffles of a fhirt, and 
++ if you will give me a bottle of good claret, by St, Patrick ! I will 
+ difclofe it.” It was not till this moment, that any one of the 
company, the Irthman excepted, could boaft of knowing what 
ftrit ceconomy was. Such a fund of knowledge was difclofed, on 
the gentleman’s bringing down his trunk, as ferved honeft Jack 
and his companions from that day to this, for they are all now the 
ftriéteft eeconomifts in England. Every eye being fixed on the 
orator, as he pulled out his treafures, he refpeétfully bowed, and 
delivered himfelf to this effec. 

“6 GenTLEMEN and brother foldiers! you are all well perfuaded 
¢ that it behoves every man to live within the limits of his fortune. 
“ The good effects of this is likewife not unknown to you. By 
*¢ this, the man of {mall fortune lives free from debt, and he is ena- 
*¢ bled to pay every one his due. Like yourfelves I am on half pay, — 
*¢ and unable to raife more money than my rank affords me; of 
“* courfe, neceflity has taught me what I am now about to teach 
** you. In my right hand you fee a box-iron, an inftrument with 
«¢ which, when heated, I iron my frill and ruffles, after having pre- 
*¢ vioufly whitened them with this piece of chalk which 1 hold in 
“¢ my left.” Here the company were all aftonifhment, till the orator 
fixing their attention to the next article, proceeded thus: ‘* The 
‘« things you fee before you, gentlemen, are three pair of thoes; in 
‘‘ thefe there is no myftery: each pair is contrived to be higher be- 
‘«< hind than the other, by which means, beginning with the lower 
‘¢ pair firft, I contrive to wear my ftockings three days fucceflively. 
‘¢ IT need not have mentioned this, for you muft have all known it 
* before, but I thought it was as well that nothing fhould pafs by 
*¢ unexplained. My ftock is black, of courfe one in my life will be 
‘* fufficient. My,fhoes are faftened with ribbons, which are fup- 
‘* plied by my pig-tail, that is, to {peak plainer, whenever I want a 
new ribbon for my tail, the old one does very well for thoe-ftrings, 
after being well wafhed in ftale beer and gin. For breeches I 
would recommend to your notice a ftuff called by the tradesfolks 

‘* Everlafting ; 
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&~Everlafting; the pair I have the honour to wear is of that qua- 
‘“¢ lity. And now, gentlemen, having told you all the fecrets of 
‘© my art, J will drink your healths,in the bottle of claret.” 

Sucu wholefome advice was not thrown away ; it had the de- 
fired effect on my friend Jack, who immediately put in practice the 
rules laid down by the Irifhman, and to this'moment, though now 
poffefied of a large fortune, and a member of parliament, he cannot 
for the foul of him change his fhirt every day. 

To thofe who may chance to become rich from having experi- 
enced the contrary fortune, let me give this piece of inftruc&tion— 


not to make themfelves fingular in any refpect, but fo regulate their 
aétions to their fiations, as to foew there is a medium in all things. 
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